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One of the first articles in Z-Magazine was the story of Almé Z. In 1993 Eric Wauters described the discovery and 
purchase of this French stallion in 1973 and that shows once again the indomitable will of Léon Melchior to get the 
best blood to Lanaken. Even if such blood comes from France and is owned by a malafide American.

Nothing happens by accident and good luck is a thing you have to 
work for. Everyone nowadays agrees that Zangersheide is successful 
and the most influential studbook in the world of the horse sport. 
The synergy between sport and breeding is inherent to the spirit of 
Zangersheide. How could it come so far? Everyone is talking about 
the Z philosophy, but what does it mean? What does it stand for? On 
the occasion of the quarter century existence of Zangersheide we 
have dived into the archives of Z and Z Magazine and, on the basis 
of examples from the past 25 years, we show how Zangersheide 
has come to be what it is today. You can read the integral articles 
on our website. 

Open Days

Stallion Presentation

Stallion Selection

2 - 4 March 2018

Zangersheide - Lanaken (B)

Z-Stallion Selection
10, 11 February  –  Deauville (F)

Stallion Presentation 
Zangersheide

20 February  –  Marl (G)

Spring Stallion Selection
Zangersheide

2, 3, 4 March  –  Lanaken (B)

Open Days and
Stallion Presentation

Zangersheide
3, 4 March  –  Lanaken (B)

Z-Tour
31, 1, 2 March - April  –  Lanaken (B)

6, 7, 8 April  –  Lanaken (B)
13, 14, 15 April  –  Lanaken (B)

Z-Festival
July  –  Marl (G)

July  –  Westdorp (NL)
 26, 27, 28, 29 July  –  Lanaken (B)

Belgian Championship seniors
 12, 13, 14, 15 September  –  Lanaken (B)

FEI/WBFSH World Breeding 
Jumping Championships 

for Young Horses
  13, 14, 15, 16 september  –  Lanaken (B)

Stallion Approval 
Studbook Zangersheide
  13, 14, 15 September  –  Lanaken (B)

FEI Sires of the World
  13, 14 September  –  Lanaken (B)

Zangersheide Quality Auctions
  14, 15 september  –  Lanaken (B)

www. zangersheide.com

2 5  y e a r s  o f  z a n g e r s h e i d e 

and as many 
milestones
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us with an incredible story using words like ‘absolute-
ly unique, a miracle and so on...’, a brown Ibrahim son 
with an unknown American recreational rider! The sto-
ries Raskin used to treat us to in his efforts to kindle our 
interest were however very much the same, which meant 

Almé Z
The true story

For our Z-Magazine Eric Wauters and François Mathy have been stirring up some fond memories 
about Almé Z. About how this super talent was discovered, about the purchase, the achievements in 
the sport, but above all about the successes in breeding. He has written the true story about Almé Z.

By: Eric WautErs

1973. The international event at the Etrier in Paris near 
Bois de Boulogne. Since the Olympic Games of Munich 
François Mathy and I have more or less been the pillars 
of the Belgian Show Jumping Team. A year after these 
Olympics we are frequently dispatched to various inter-
national confrontations as ‘ambassadors’ of the Belgian 
equestrian sport.

Fifi
In the paddock ‘Fifi’ (as my Olympic colleague is called 
by his friends)  and I are closely observing the mounts of 
our neighbours from the south. We knew, probably bet-
ter than anyone else, how much quality could be found 
in French breeding. Fifi had already stolen the show with 
his win in the GP of Limoges and his exceptional per-
formance during the Nations Cup in Munich with the 
French-bred Talisman (by Nankin), who later moved 
stables to Paul Schockemöhle, was just as remarkable. 
As a dealer of quality show jumpers Fifi knew how to 
appreciate the French quality label and quite a number 
of ‘made-in-France’  horses found their way to new ri-
ders thanks to our friend from Liège. Fifi´s eagle eye qua-

lity of spotting show jumping talent soon became wor-
ld famous. Even Alwin Schockemöhle more than once 
appealed to his ingenious gift, a service just as much in 
demand by the then reigning World Champion Hartwig 
Steenken.
Léon Melchior on his part not only appreciated Fifi´s 
horse sense but also knew him to be an excellent rider, 
with exceptional feeling. Lineages are my hobby and 
spending time with Fifi was never boring.
In those days travelling wasn´t as easy as it is nowadays 
and I have lots of nice memories of train travels with 
Fifi on our way to the Anglo-Arab auction in Poitiers 
etc. Paul Raskin, who chose France over Limburg, was 
sort of our ‘scout’ and the minute he discovered a so-cal-
led ‘better’ jumper he used to inform François. Before 
we had made our way down to Paris he had inundated 

Almé Z

Read more... visit our website: www.zangersheide.com
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O N D E R  D E  H O G E  B E S C H E R M I N G  V A N  Z I J N E  M A J E S T E I T  D E  K O N I N G

VLAANDERENS
KERSTJUMPING

M E M O R I A L  E R I C  W A U T E R S

NEKKERHAL MECHELEN

 

KBC PRESENTEERT

37 Jaar

TICKETS: 070 345 345 · WWW.TELETICKETSERVICE.COM · WWW.JUMPING-MECHELEN.COM


